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	Language
	Kven/Norwegian/English

	Topic
	The small pleasures of life

	Learners - Level
	Young adults with different background (Ethnicity, age, gender etc)


	Aims and objectives of the activity 

To learn read the text in English

To learn write in English

To learn to compare different kind of texts

To learn to use imagination

To compare answers 

To discuss about answers



	What do the small pleasures of life mean to the Kvens/people in the North of Norway?
1. Hvilke minner fra barndommen om opplevelser, som gledet deg, husker du best?

2. Hva gir deg små gleder i dag?

1. What kind of memory from childhood, that gave you joy, do you remember well?

2. What do give you small pleasures of life today? 
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Answers: 

Female 20 years old Finn- Norwegian:
My first memory of joy or real happiness was when I got my first Barbie-dollhouse at the age of 4-5. I remember going to the store with my parents and pointing at a Barbie-dollhouse, saying that I wanted it. I really wanted it, but never thought that I would ever get it. But when Christmas finally came I got a really big present. And to my surprise it was the dollhouse. My parents have told me the story many times. I cried because I was so happy. I never thought in my wildest dreams that I would get it. Of course it is ruined now, but this is 15 years ago and I still remember it today.

My memory of joy today is every time I meet my family and old childhood friends from my hometown. It reminds me of my childhood, of being young and never has to worry about stuff like paying bills and going to work/school. And of course, the fact that I love them all.

Female 20 years old Norwegian:
My memory of joy as a child was playing with Barbie-dolls with my sister and my friends. We used to play outside too, and I remember it made me very happy.
What makes me happy today is being as carefree as possible, being with good friends and laughing and going out.

Male 23 years old Kven:
As a child, some of the small pleasures I remember the most, is lying in our small cottage at the summer dairy late at night, catching all the confident and recognizable noises from outside through the thin walls into the bedroom. The river, the wind and the rain, the goats in the summer barn next door, but also the sounds from the stove and the grownups talking to late at night. Their conversation went in a melody inspired from their “kveeni”-speaking forefathers, which is more than unique. This small and confident pleasure will never return, but will never be forgotten.

Nowadays, as a young grownup, some of the small pleasures might be all the memories from a bygone era from the childhood. I still remember all those small farms around in our village, when the summer barn was still alive, I remember people doing hay racking and I even remember old farmers in my childhood using two wheeler and scythe! A wonderful time and people were more related to each other. Those days are gone. Now, everything is based on big farms and high income, while the villages die slowly but surely.
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